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PM Vision for 

North East India

TRANSFORMATION
THROUGH 

TRANSPORTATION 
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SAANSAD ADARSH 
GRAM YOJNA

AN HOLISTIC APPROACH 
TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

SAGY was launched in 2014 to translate the comprehensive vision 
of Mahatma Gandhi about an ideal Indian village

•

Each Member of Parliament to adopt the Gram Panchayat▪
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SIX PILLARS OF THE YOJANA
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BUDGETARY 

GROWTH FOR 

THE 

DEVELOPMENT 

VIA CONNECTIVITY 

An increase  of 

285%
 from 2014-2022  

Budget allocation 
rose from

 24,819.18 cr to 
70,874.32 cr 6



har ghar tiranga
T I R A N G A  Y A T R A  I N  K O N G T H O N G  

V I L L A G E

Prof. Sinha along with Trinity Saioo (Padma Shri 
Awardee) led the Trianga Yatra on 15th August, 2022
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THE AMRIT MAHOTSAV GATE WAS INAUGURATED ON 
12TH NOVEMBER, 2022
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AMRIT MAHOTSAV GATE

The Gate was constructed after Prof. Sinha's appeal with monetary donations 
and "Shramdaan" by the Meghalaya people. Special thanks to SHUBHAM NGO 

led by Mrs Pushpa Bajaj 9



SHILLONG TIMES

23TH MARCH, 2021

 HIGHLIGHTS
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 HIGHLIGHTS

SHILLONG TIMES

18TH AUGUST, 2020

11



UNLEASHING 

KONGTHONG

What makes it unique 

Kongthong is located in the East Khasi Hills in 

Meghalaya. It is popularly known as Whistling Village 

due to its unique and exclusive tradition  "JINGRWAI 

LAWBEI".   In this tradition, mothers create a tune for 

their newly born babies and the lullaby assumes 

lifelong use by its people. The village people 

acknowledge and call each other using their 

respective tunes.  Kongthong people belong to the 

Seng Khasi Tribe and speak the Khasi language. 

Meghalaya Orchid, DendrobiumLobster Claw, Heliconia 
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Demography of Kongthong

According to Census 2011, it's population is 567, out of which 

275 are males while 275 are females. As per census 2021, the 

population is around 550-700. 

The hamlet has 117 kids (0-6 years) among them 62 are boys 

and 55 are girls.

The literacy rate of the village is 55% i.e. 312 out of total 

population. Among males, the literacy rate is 48% and among 

females the literacy rate is 60%

Kongthong is a medium size village located in Khatarshnong 

Laitkroh Block of East Khasi Hills district, Meghalaya 

Source: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-10368415/Inside-Kongthong-
whistling-village-India-everyones-song.html 13



AN EXCLUSIVE TUNE FOR PM

A tune in the name of the Prime Minister of 
India Shri Narendra Modi was composed by 
Mrs Kong Shidiat Khongsit to express the 
heartfelt gratitude of the people of Kongthong 
for his affection and recognition of the unique 
tradition 
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-Marie Forleo
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REVIVAL OF THE DYING 
MICRO CULTURE 

He also added that the  focus will be on economical 
and political empowerment besides sustainable 

development

Despite having seclusion and backwardness of the Kongthong 
along with the impact of technology, people nevertheless have 

preserved the almost endangered tradition. 

Prof. Sinha highlighted the issues 
that required the utmost 
attention in Kongthong Village   

In spite known as 

Whistling village, 
Konthong faces 

POVERTY in many 
places

Despite having the 
USP of biodiversity, 

it LACKS BASIC 
AMENITIES

LACK OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

LACK OF 
EDUCATION  
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KONGTHONG 
IN 

PARLIAMENT

PROF. SINHA RAISED THE QUESTION IN RAJYA SABHA IN 
9TH JULY, 2021

whether it is a fact that Government has proposed 
Kongthong in Meghalaya as one of the best tourism 
villages before the United Nation's tourism body;

Q.

"Yes, Sir, UNWTO had invited applications from different 
countries for the award of Best Tourism Village. 
Accordingly, the Ministry of Tourism had invited 

applications from all the States/ UTs and recommended 
three entries to UNWTO, Kongthong Village was one of 

them. However, Kongthong was not selected as the Best 
Tourism Village by UNWTO from India"

REPLY FROM MINISTER OF CULTURE, TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
NORTH EASTERN REGION (SHRI G. KISHAN REDDY)

.
.A
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 Prof. Sinha who has been vocal in 

Parliament on issues concerning 

Meghalaya and the Northeastern region 

raised several important queries related 

to his adopted village – Kongthong – 

particularly about whether the 

Government will establish a

 MUSEUM and LABORATORY

 to protect and promote the traditional 

whistling culture
18



CONTEXT OF 
DISCUSSION

PROF. SINHA RAISED 
QUESTIONS ON VARIOUS 
ASPECTS OF MEGHALAYA 

MINISTER OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRYMINISTER OF CULTURE

MINISTER OF TOURISM MINISTER OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS
regardingregarding

regardingregarding

Cultural 
promotion and 
development  of 

Kongthong in Meghalaya 
as a Tourist Spot

Food Processing in 
Meghalaya

Promoting Tourism at 
Kongthong in 

Meghalaya

Transport and Medical 
Facilities in Tribal 

Villages of Meghalaya

Link for the document: 
https://www.kongthong.in/encyc/2022/8/25/QA_compressed_202208252303527105.pdf

On 9th December 2021 On 30th July 2021

On 31st March 2022 On 1st December 2021
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Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-YjXFcGCiQ&t=509s

He also added that development projects have begun in remote 
villages of Meghalaya
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ROAD  TO

TRANSFORMATION

AUGUST 2019
The village witnessed the land 

mark moment when 
Kongthong Village was adoped 

by Prof. Rakesh Sinha

THE PROMISE
Prof. Sinha is keeping up 

with the promise of 
transforming Kongthong 

into a 
MODERN VILLAGE and 

TOURISM CENTRE 

ENGAGEMENT OF YOUTH 
He dedicated his steps to the 

growth of the village. This 
motivated the Seng Khasi youth 

to come forward and discuss 
ways to help Kongthong

CHANGING COURSE
Since the adoption of 

Kongthong Village by Prof. 
Sinha, the village has 
witnessed the radical 

transformation
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In  Association With  Amrit Mahotsav

TO MARK
PM MODI'S BIRTHDAY- SEVA PAKHWADA 
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To commemorate PM Narendra Modi's birthday, Prof. Sinha 

distributed the steel plates, glasses etc to the villagers on 

17th September 2021
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CLEANLINESS DRIVE
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MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN CONSTANTLY DEDICATED 
THEIR SERVICES TO THE CLEANLINESS DRIVE ON 2ND 
JUNE 2022. KONGTHONG VILLAGER TRULY WITNESSED 
THE A SOCIAL AND DEVELOPMENT CHANGE 
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INAUGURATION OF 

MODERN TOILETS 

Modern toilets with good physical 

looks were necessary because 

Kongthong attracts a large 

number of tourists both from the 

Northeastern states and across 

the country. The project was 

completed in the stipulated time,” 

the MP told The Shillong Times.

On 26th January, 2021
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He Gifted 6  Modern Toilets In Kongthong Village To 
Encourage And Create Awareness Among Villagers  To 

Improve The Quality Of Life And Proper Sanitation Facilities 

ANOTHER STEP BY PROF. SINHA TOWARDS 
THE CLEANLINESS DRIVE

The Modern Toilets were built with the help of Kongthong people and NGO, the 
Non-Governmental efforts led by Prof. Sinha

ACTION

31



By Providing Basis And Necessary  

Amenities 

 VISION IS TO EMPOWER OTHERS FOR A 
BETTER TOMORROW 

EMPOWERING THE VILLAGERS
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ACTION & IMPACT

THE BROOM INDUSTRY GOT A BOOST
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IN VIEW OF PROVIDING BASIC 
AMENITIES TO THE VILLAGERS FOR 

PROMOTING SWACHH BHARAT 
ABHIYAN 

DONATED 150 DUSTBINS  TO KONGTHONG ON 
26TH JANUARY, 2021
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A GREAT CULTURAL LEAP BY PM MODI

On 15th August 2020, PM Modi  addressed the Nation from the 
Red Fort
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This Step Has 

Brought Smiles 

And Hopes To 

The Faces Of 

Girls In 

Kongthong 

Village

FOLLOW STEP BY PROF. SINHA

ACTION
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OLYMPICS

He commits to building 

programmes that increase 

confidence, knowledge, and 

skills – and improve access 

to materials and facilities – 

for adolescent girls, and 

women  to manage their 

menstruation safely and 

with dignity.

1st September 2020
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"THE ONE WHO CAN

REACH THE CHILD'S

HEART CAN REACH

THE WORLD'S

HEART" -RUDYARD KIPLING
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A vision must be a shared vision in 
order to be effective

 With the Hon'ble CM of Meghalaya. Shri Conrad K. Sangma 

With SMT ISHAWANDALALOO, District Collector East 
Khasi Hills, Shillong to discuss  the development projects 

for Kongthong

With MR. VINCINT PALA (MP East Khasi Hill Congress) & 
MR. TAPIR GAO ( MP Lok Sabha, Arunachal Pradesh) 42



A WELCOME STEP

BY THE 
HON'BLE CM

IN SUPPORT OF PROF. SINHA'S VISION FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF KONGTHONG VILLAGE IN 2022
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CONFERRING WITH LEADERS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF KONGTHONG
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 Prof. Sinha interacted  with locals and experienced their way of 
life, took part in their usual day-to-day activities
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IMPACT
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MORE  T
HAN

2000 PEOPLE

PARTICIPATED 

IN THE 

CELEBRATION 
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Tweet Gallery
DATED: 8TH SEPTEMBER, 2021
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SHILLONG TIMES

27th, September 2021

 HIGHLIGHTS
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Addressed The 

Kongthong People's 

Needs

Thus, his objectives are:

Improving the health of 

the village he serves

Responding to people’s 

expectations

Providing financial 

protection against the 

costs of ill-health
07

FACILITATING

the
HEALTH 

AND 

WEALTH CENTRES

Kongthong  lacked the 

facilities of Health care for 

which he working 

diligently 

IMPACT
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(‘Where is the development, where are the services?’Patricia Mukhim , The Hindu, 10th September 2021)

We seem to have lost our voices. State governments are so dependent on Delhi 

that they don’t cross swords. Take Parliament: I feel ashamed of our 

Northeastern MPs. They are silent in Parliament. Rakesh Sinha of the BJP from 

Bihar has raised the maximum number of questions related to the Northeast.
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VISITED PATRICIA MUKHIM AT HER 
RESIDENCE 
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"THE COMMON MAN DOING UNCOMMON THINGS 
WITHOUT PUBLICITY IS NOW WORTHY OF THESE 

AWARDS"

RISING WORTH OF 
COMMON PEOPLE 
 

HON'BLE PRIME MINISTER SHRI NARENDRA MODI JI CHANGED 

THE PERCEPTION OF AWARDS FROM SYMBOLISM TO 

SUBSTANTIVE. PADMA AWARDS NO LONGER REMAIN THE 

EXCLUSIVE MONOPOLY OF ELITE AND METROPOLITAN PEOPLE. 

54



PADMA SHREE TRINITY SAIOO

ACTION
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INTERACTION WITH THE VILLAGERS

Community meeting in Kongthong 
Spending time with the tribal and discussed their day-

to-day life struggles

ASCERTAINING THE DEVELOPMENT GAPS
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SHILLONG TIMES

1st APRIL, 2022

 HIGHLIGHTS
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GESTURES OF GRATITUDE AND LOVE 
FROM KONGTHONG VILLAGERS
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END OF KHASI-
CHRITIAN FUED 
IN KONGTHONG

IMPACT
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FREEDOM-FROM THE RELIGIOUS FUED
AN INTANGIBLE ACHIEVEMENT 

DECADES TO DECADES, THE LAND OF SENG KHASI WAS 
DISPUTED DUE TO COMMUNAL FEUDS BETWEEN CHRISTIAN 

AND SENG KHASI COMMUNITIES.
AFTER 2YEARS OF COMMUNITARIAN FEELING, THE LAND WAS 
PEACEFULLY LIBERATED WITH THE MUTUAL AGREEMENT OF 

THE TWO COMMUNITIES. 

IMPACT
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SHILLONG TIMES

14TH APRIL, 2021

 HIGHLIGHTS
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TIRANGA YATRA IN SHILLONG

PROF. SINHA JOINS TIRANGA YATRA IN 
SHILLONG ON 15TH AUGUST 2022
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INTERACTION WITH THE PARTY WORKERS OF 
PENURELA (EAST KHASI HILLS) ON 25TH OCTOBER 

2022
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MOMENTHISTORICAL
Home Standing Committee of Parliament visited Kongthong on 

13th November 2022

With Shri Brijlal (Chairman, Standing Committee), Shri Dilip Ghosh, Shri Dulal Chand 
Goswami, Shri Neeraj Shekhar, Prof. Rakesh Sinha, Shri N.R Elangio and others

IMPACT
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KONGTHONG WEBSITE INAUGURATION 

ON 29TH NOVEMBER 2022, CSDC HELD A PROGRAM FOR THE LAUNCH OF 
WEBSITE ON KONGTHONG VILLAGE 

https://www.kongthong.in
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Conrad Sangma Sworn-In As Meghalaya CM For 2nd Time In PM Modi's Presence
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1-Shri Rothell Khongsit (Chairman, Meghalaya Rural Tourism Cooperative Federation Ltd), 2-Shri Teibor Lynrah (Village 

Headman), 3-Shri Pynbeitlang Riahtam, 4-Shri B.manbha Khongsit, 5-Shri Bakhian Lynrah, 6-Shri Joinstar Khongjee, 7-Shri Kular 

Mynring, 8-Shri Nanangsanbor Lang Mynring, 9-Shri Dashan Riahtam, 10-Shri Plosstar roy Khongsit, 11-Shri Jritsingroy 

Pohnong, 12-Shri Phidingstar Khongsit, 13-Shri Pynshoilang Shabong, 14-Shri Paiastar Khongjee, 15- Smt Bashida Majaw, 16-Shri 

Shaphrangbor Mynrieng, 17-Smt Mercida Majaw, 18-Shri Joinstar Khongjee, 19-Miss Beautilyne Khongsit, 20-Shri Khlur Riahtam, 

21-Shri Standing Riahtam, 22-Shri Wankmen Majaw, 23-Smt Illarisha Khongjee, 24-Smt Phibashisha Shabong, 25-Smt Lovira 

Khongjee

EMERGENCE OF YOUTH IN KONGTHONG

73



E
D

IT
O

R
IA

L
  B

O
A

R
D

C H I E F  E D I T O R  &  M E M B E R  
( A C A D E M I C  C O U N C I L ) ,  C S D C

A S S I S TA N T  P R O F E S S O R
I N S T I T U T E  O F  H O M E  E C O N O M I C S  

( U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  D E L H I )

MS. DIVYANSHA SHARMA

DR. ROHIT KUMAR SHARMA
E D I T O R  &  M E M B E R ( P R O G R A M  

C O O R D I N AT O R ) ,  C S D C
J A W A H A R L A L  N E H R U  U N I V E R S I T Y  

MR. KRISHNA KUMAR
E D I T O R  

R E S E A R C H  S C H O L A R
J A W A H A R L A L  N E H R U  U N I V E R S I T Y  

MR. NEERAJ BAITHA
E D I T O R  

R E S E A R C H  S C H O L A R
J A W A H A R L A L  N E H R U  U N I V E R S I T Y  

DR. BHUPENDER KUMAR
E D I T O R  

A S S I S TA N T  P R O F E S S O R
I N S T I T U T E  O F  H O M E  E C O N O M I C S  

( U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  D E L H I )

MR. ROTHELL KHONGSIT
E D I T O R  

C H A I R M A N ,  M E G H A L A Y A  R U R A L  
T O U R I S M  C O O P E R AT I V E  

F E D E R AT I O N  LT D

74



- John Harrigan

KONGHTHONG, the whistling village
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